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From Sunday, July 4th, 1982 ABC NEWS Coverage of STS-4, the 4th Space Shuttle Landing at Edwards 
Air-Force Base in California. President Ronald Reagan was on hand to welcome the astronauts home. After 
the landing Reagan spoke of the future and importance of the Space Shuttle Program. 


STS-4 CREW: 
Commander: Thomas K. Mattingly II 
Pilot: Henry W. Hartsfield, Jr. 


e Landed at 12:09 PM E.T 
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and good afternoon once again here you see columbia the space shuttle parked uh on the ramp there at 
edwards air force base in california after a flight of seven days one hour nine minutes and forty seconds a 
little less than two hours ago and here is challenger the successor to columbia on board the 747 which will 
carry it piggyback to the kennedy space center in cape canaveral florida for its first mission which will come 
in january so there is the second of the orbiter spacecraft and here is the one that was the prototype of the 
uh spacecraft this is the enterprise the one that was uh used for those simulated missions carried aloft on top 
of a 747 and then dropped in order to test the uh landing capabilities of the uh spacecraft so we're kind of hip 
deep in orbiters out there today the crowd you see is waiting for president reagan who is expected to come 
out very shortly now to uh greet the crowd and to say some nice things about america's commitment to 
further exploration of space earlier today about an hour or so ago the president was actually at the bottom of 
the ramp as the space astronauts returned from space mattingly and hartsfield came down the ramp to be 
greeted by the commander-in-chief and the first lady this was the first time that mr reagan has seen a uh 
space shuttle return and this is uh madigan hartsfield coming down now to the applause of all those gathered 
down below an exchange of salutes between the commander-in-chief and the astronauts president shaking 
hands with mattingly and with hartsfield and mrs reagan giving each one of them a kiss [Applause] this is a 
great day for nasa of course 
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this is a great day for nasa of course to have such a flawless landing on the 4th of july with a huge crowd 
there and to have the president himself on hand to witness it they gave him a space shuttle cap which he did 
not keep on for very long and then they sort of took him on a tour to walk around and show him the various 
parts of the spacecraft which completed a mission of some 2.8 million miles on this particular flight but has 
now weathered some 8 million miles all told in space this was the fourth and final test flight for colombia but 
colombia of course will be the spacecraft that will carry astronauts on the first operational flight in november 
the president and mrs reagan moved up for a good close-up look at the spacecraft mattingly in hartsfield 
pointing out various features of it to them mrs reagan does what just about everybody would like to do walk 


up and touch the thing we're about ready now for the president uh what you're watching his videotape of 
about an hour ago but we're waiting now for the president and here he is ascending the uh rostrum there 
stepping up on the platform in front of the enterprise which as we said was the prototype for the orbiters the 
band playing hail to the chief and the president standing there surrounded by mattingly and hartsfield the two 
heroes who have just completed the fourth flight of columbia the space shuttle cloud waving american flags 
[Music] we understand there are some 30 000 folks out there in the hot sun among them gene cernan and 
lynn shur 
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among them gene cernan and lynn shur frank i think these people are as excited to hear the president as 
they are to see the landing and to see the challenger take off gene and i have been awed watching it go by 
on top of the 747. they have it marked down at the end of the ramp don't they at the end of the runway it's 
boys down there ready for takeoff here in a few short moments and you know we have all three shuttles 
enterprise columbia and the challenger whose name face themselves have played a great deal in the 
development and history of this country i think the president is about nasa's administrator james begs now is 
about to introduce today is indeed a very special day for the nation's space program mr president in your 
inaugural address you reminded us that it is time we realize that we are too great a nation to limit ourselves 
to small dreams and then you told us we have every right to believe in heroic dreams today this marks the 
culmination of ten years a very disciplined and relentless drive towards such just such a dream the 
construction of a national space transportation system which will give us the benefits of space to everyone 
on earth just fifteen months ago the columbia took off on its first flight and the nation's heart beat faster and 
the world wandered and watched as it came back to earth and today with the successful completion of the 
fourth flight of colombia we are ready to put the space system to work and it will earn its way 


00:06:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=|3t0_xqDVu8&t=362s 





and so mr president we stand ready to make heroic dreams come true and we thank you for your support 
and now ladies and gentlemen the president of the united states thank you very much thank you thank you 
very much [Applause] t.k and hank you can see we've gotten well acquainted already you've just given the 
american people a fourth of july present to remember i think all of us all of us who just witnessed the 
magnificent site of the columbia touching down in the california desert feel a real swelling of pride in our 
chests in the early days of our republic americans watched yankee clippers glide across the many oceans of 
the world manned by proud and energetic individuals breaking records for time and distance showing our 
flag and opening up new vistas of commerce and communications well today i think you have helped 
recreate the anticipation and excitement felt in those home ports as those gallant ships were spotted on the 
horizon heading in after a long voyage today we celebrate the 206th anniversary of our independence 
through our history we've never shrunk before a challenge the conquest of new frontiers for the betterment of 
our homes and families is a crucial part of our national character something which you so ably represent 
today the space program in general and the shuttle program in particular going a long way to help our 
country recapture its spirit of vitality and confidence the pioneer spirit still flourishes 
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the pioneer spirit still flourishes in america in the future as in the past our freedom independence and 
national well-being will be tied to new achievements new discoveries and pushing back new frontiers the 
fourth landing of the columbia is the historical equivalent to the driving of the golden spike which completed 
the first transcontinental railroad [Applause] it marks it marks the our entrance into a new era the test flights 
are over the ground work has been laid and now we will move forward to capitalize on the tremendous 
potential offered by the ultimate frontier of space beginning with the next flight the columbia and her sister 
ships will be fully operational ready to provide economical and routine access to space for scientific 
exploration commercial ventures and for tasks related to the national security simultaneously we must look 
aggressively to the future by demonstrating the potential of the shuttle and establishing a more permanent 


presence in space we've we've only peered over the edge of our accomplishment yet already the space 
program has improved the lives of every american the aerospace industry provides meaningful employment 
to over a million of our citizens many working directly on the space program others using the knowledge 
developed in space programs to keep us the world leader in aviation in fact technological innovations trace 
directly to the space program boost our standard of living and provide 
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boost our standard of living and provide employment for our people in such diverse fields as communications 
computers health care energy efficiency consumer products and environmental protection it's been 
estimated for example that information from satellites has saved hundreds of millions of dollars per year in 
agriculture shipping and fishing the space shuttle will open up even more impressive possibilities permitting 
us to use the near weightlessness and near perfect vacuum of space to produce special alloys metals 
glasses crystals and biological materials impossible to manufacture on earth similarly in the area of national 
security our space systems have opened unique opportunities for peace by providing advanced methods of 
verifying strategic arms control agreements the shuttle we just saw land carried two kinds of payloads one 
funded entirely by private industry and the other related to our national security sponsored by the air force 
this versatility of the columbia and her sister ships will serve the american people well yet we must never 
forget that the benefits we receive are due to our country's commitment made a decade ago to remain the 
world leader in space technology to ensure that the american people keep reaping the benefits of space and 
to provide a general direction for our future efforts i recently approved a national space policy statement 
which is being released today our goals for space are ambitious yet achievable they include continued space 
activity for economic and scientific benefits 
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scientific benefits expanding private investment and involvement in space related activities promoting 
international uses of space cooperating with other nations to maintain the freedom of space for all activities 
that enhance the security and welfare of mankind strengthening our own security by exploring new methods 
of using space as a means of maintaining the peace there are those who thought the closing of the western 
frontier marked an end to america's greatest period of vitality yet we're crossing new frontiers every day the 
high technology now being developed much of it by byproduct of the space effort offers us and future 
generations of americans opportunities never dreamed of a few years ago today we celebrate american 
independence confident that the limits of our freedom and prosperity have again been expanded by meeting 
the challenge of the frontier we also honor two pathfinders they reaffirm to all of us that as long as there are 
frontiers to be explored and conquered americans will lead the way they and the other astronauts have 
shown the world that americans still have the know-how and americans still have the true grit that tackled a 
savage wilderness charles lindbergh once said that short-term survival may depend on the knowledge of 
nuclear physicists and the performance of supersonic aircraft but long-term survival depends alone on the 
character of man that too is our challenge hank and tk we're proud of you we need not fear for the future of 
our nation 
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nation as long as we've got men like you to serve as our inspiration thank you both and god bless you for 
what you're doing before i introduce you if you'll all just look while i'm sure down in front maybe you can't see 
but way out there in the end of the runway the space shuttle challenger affixed atop a 747 is about to start on 
the first leg of a journey that will eventually put it into space in november it's headed for florida now and i 
believe they're ready to take off challenger you are free to take off now and now it's my pleasure to introduce 
to you two sons of auburn captain t.k mattingly and colonel hank [Music] hartsfield thank you mr president 
you uh you mentioned something about people having a desire to maintain a presence in space not very 
many hours ago i know two guys who really wanted to maintain that presence in space a while longer that is 
uh you never get tired of it the most remarkable thing besides the machine and the team that put it together 


is that it's a new discovery every minute and every day the machine we built is a first stepping stone here 
comes the second one we're standing in front of its pathfinder and there's more to come where we're going 
to go in the future is something that depends on you 
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[Music] and maybe that's our second step i'd like to thank you for being here today it's really a privilege for us 
to be part of this celebration i don't feel like it isn't our celebration at all we were just lucky enough to be here 
the people that make all this work are the thousands of designers and engineers that made it work and as 
the president pointed out all the technology in the world is just a tool and the only thing that makes a 
difference between our technology and the trip that we've just had and the sites that we've seen and the 
things that we've thought and the ideas that that spurred all the difference between that and just plain old 
technology is the people that made it happen and the country is blessed with having a team that's dedicated 
to the united states and to the exploration and exploitation of space and i am just as proud as i can be to be 
a part of that nasa team [Applause] there's one other thing that i'd like to say and all that thank you to talk to 
you hank's had to endure me for a long time now and he probably thinks that this last year has been the 
longest year of his life and it certainly had more hours packed into it than most but throughout it all this guy 
has 
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but throughout it all this guy has maintained a sense of humor and an industry that's second to none and this 
is the finest pilot that ever flew in a spacecraft it's kind of tough to follow that i can only echo the words of the 
president and tk i'm very proud to be here and be a part of the shuttle program i think back to 206 years ago 
when our forefathers ushered in a new era of true democracy for the world and here today i think we have 
ushered in a new era also a fully operational space transportation system we've got a real fine vehicle there 
that vehicle performed far beyond my expectations and i think tk and i brought all you folks about the best 
spacecraft that's ever been built it will be tough for challenger and the ones coming down the line the topic 
but as kent says the people that put all this together are the important part tk and i are only just a little tip of 
the pyramid and we're standing on top of a huge number of people who have dedicated their lives and their 
efforts to making it all work it can't be done without you folks and i'm convinced as tk is that american 
technology is the greatest in the world because we have the best people in the world people are willing to 
work 
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are willing to work i think that the future is going to hold something for us that at this point we cannot even 
imagine in the short time that i was there in space i thought of some things that could only be done there and 
when we start sending people up routinely as the president pointed out we just opened the railroad tk 
referred to it once is opening up the freeway once they're built we know no bounds to what we can do and i 
am very very proud to be a part of this initial effort thank you [Music] [Applause] i just want to again tell you 
how proud we are of you and today as we celebrate our 206th anniversary of our independence let us 
remember we're a prosperous people and a strong people because we're a free people now god bless you 
all and a happy fourth of july now here they come here it comes stand beside us and guide us god bless 
america 
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they can funnel you up happy fourth of july and you know this has got to beat firecrackers [Applause] well 
that certainly was a an exquisite sense of timing you might say well planned president singing god bless 
america leading the crowd in the song just as challenger the next in the line of orbiter spacecraft goes 
soaring by on its way to the kennedy space center at cape canaveral florida and eventually it too will follow 
colombia into space well we still have a little more to report from edwards air force base and more about 
space so our coverage of space shuttle columbia will continue in a moment a moment ago we saw a rather 


impressive site challenger the newest of the uh orbiter spacecraft a piggyback on and here it is again live we 
still have pictures of it as it zooms through the skies above california's edwards air force base piggyback on 
its way now to uh the kennedy space center in cape canaveral where it will join the ranks of the orbiter 
spacecraft challenger is very much like the other space craft that have preceded it colombia but there are 
some differences and ken kashiwahara has prepared this report on the newest of america's space shuttles 
while colombia was racing through space at 18 000 miles an hour america's newest space shuttle was 
inching its way from palmdale where it was constructed to edwards air force base 35 miles away although 
challenger appears identical to columbia there are differences the new shuttle is the first to be certified 
operational meaning it is scheduled to fly a hundred missions before a major overhaul challenger also 
supports fewer heat 





challenger also supports fewer heat shielding tiles than does columbia during construction technicians cover 
the two rear engine pods with a heat resistant fabric instead of the black and white tiles inside the challenger 
cockpit the ejection seats have been replaced by airline type crew seats and there is space for five additional 
seats a galley and sleep stations and finally because engineers use different materials in some spots 
challenger weighs two thousand pounds less than colombia meaning it can carry a larger payload challenger 
now sits atop a 747 and right after president reagan's speech this morning it will be ferried to the kennedy 
space center in florida where it will be prepared for its first mission early next year well as we know the 
challenger is on its way to cape kennedy and incidentally challenger like the other shuttle names derived its 
name from an historic american sailing ship but challenger was also a name used on another american 
space mission and that happened to be apollo 17 and that happened to be commanded by a guy named 
gene cernan gene you remember that sure dude it's been a very moving day here today and that's about all 
that left to say from my point of view god bless america uh i would second that and frank for those who want 
to know how you how you make an encore after a day like this next course of july challenger that very same 
orbiter will take off on the first night launch frank ah that will be even more spectacular well thank you very 
much gene and thank you to lynn and ken kashuahara and jules bergman who's been watching the entire 
mission at the space flight center in houston well that's just about it uh colombia has landed after seven days 
one hour nine minutes and forty seconds in orbit a perfect picture book landing we'll have more on the flight 
of columbia uh on the sunday world news tonight later on today with tom gerald and also we're inaugurating 
a new broadcast tomorrow morning to bring you overnight developments it will be called this morning with 
steve bell and kathleen sullivan 
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steve bell and kathleen sullivan and that will come on tomorrow morning at 6 a.m eastern time so that's it for 
now as far as columbia is concerned as the president said the astronauts mattingly and heartsfield have 
given the american people a fourth of july present to remember this is frank reynolds in washington 


END 


